




As soon as location is involved maps will come into action. Maps allow us to compare tangible physical 
phenomena such as hours of sunshine, or intangible human phenomena such as level of education 
amongst different locations. They allow us to see geographical processes evolving over time such as 
land use changes.  The map is no longer the static window to the world, it is now an interactive, mo-
bile, dynamic and collaborative interface between humans and the dynamically evolving environment. 

We only can comprehend the mapped data effectively if the maps are attractive, and well designed. 
In other words, maps that matter should raise interest, be engaging, instantly understandable, and 
relevant to society. It is the discipline of Cartography that aims to realize and facilitate this.

The International Cartographic Association (ICA), founded in 1959, has as its aim is to promote the dis-
cipline of Cartography internationally. It offers its expertise and knowledge of technological develop-
ments to other organizations via events, meetings, workshops, and publications. Its activities happen 
through the work of its Commissions and Working Groups, that deal with a wide range of topics that 
cover nearly the whole discipline.  

How can ICA help realize United Nations’ 2030 agenda for sustainable development. The 17 sustaina-
ble development goals and their targets should improve economic, social and environmental aspects 
of humanity and our planet. The targets are judged based on over 300 indicators. For instance, for 
the education development goal one of the targets is to ensure that all children have free and good 
primary and secondary education. Its success is measured by two indicators ‘Percentage of children 
proficiency in reading and mathematics’ and the ‘Completion rate (primary, lower secondary, upper 
secondary)’. 

How can we cartographers be relevant to society in helping to reach these targets? First, well-crafted 
maps can effectively visualize currently known facts, and online mapping technology can disseminate 
these facts globally to increase awareness of the current state of affairs. Interactive map dashboards 
connected to geographic databases at multiple scales and equipped with space-time analytical func-
tions will allow decision makers on various decision levels to monitor and compare indicators for 
policy development and action at various geographical scales.  

This booklet acts a kind of exhibition catalogue to a set of posters, one for each sustainable develop-
ment goal. They do not map the goals and their target based on indicators as such. The poster series 
tells the story of cartographic diversity, of mapping options, and of multiple map perspectives. Each 
of the goals has been mapped from a particular perspective by different ICA Commissions. All posters 
have a short take-home-message that should make one aware of particular strengths of the map.

The posters, and this booklet can be downloaded from http://icaci.org/maps-and-sustainable-develop-
ment-goals/

Menno-Jan Kraak
ICA President











































ICA’s Executive Committee members and Commission and Working Groups (vice)chairs at the start 
of the poster project, Vienna, November 2015

Poster design and production: Wim Feringa
Geodata Visualization and Usability lab.
ITC / University of Twente.


