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The commission was established with three interrelated aims:

1) To promote the awareness of cognitive issues in cartography, developing
human-centered cartographic theory and practice based on sound empirical
findings on the use of cartographic displays for spatio-temporal inference and
decision-making;

2) To define short and medium term research goals that address key issues
associated with building a sound theoretical base to support the construction and
use of cognitively adequate and perceptually salient visual displays of geographic
information;

3) To encourage interdisciplinary and international collaboration with cognate
disciplines and relevant stakeholders, including other ICA commissions and
working groups.

Since 2011, we have held regular meetings and activities in New York City (2012);
Columbus, Ohio (2012); Hamburg, Germany (2013); Los Angeles, California
(2013); Dresden, Germany (2013); Olomouc, Czech Republic (2014); Tampa,
Florida (2014); Chicago, lllinois (2015) and Curitiba, Brazil (2015).

Our approach has been to organize a mix of different types of events, including
specialist workshops on particular topics, special sessions of papers at larger
meetings, and training workshops that help build capacity within the cartographic
research community to do high-quality empirical user studies.

These activities have led to a range of outputs, including special issues of scientific
journals, editorials in professional magazines, and open access publication of
tutorial materials developed for postgraduate degree students, which are made
available on the Commission’s website.
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For information, to participate, or to make suggestions, please attend the open Business Meeting

on Thursday 27 August, 12:30-13:30 in Room 3, or contact the commission co-chairs. Our website is regularly updated.



